
 

 

 
 

Keeping You Informed 
Dearne Mouth Sluices – February 2026 

 

This newsletter shares information on planned construction works at Dearne Mouth Sluice (one of 4 river 
regulators), Doncaster. At the end, you’ll also find useful tips and links to help you sign up for our free flood 
warning service.   
 

Background 
The regulators system helps control how water from the River Rother and River Dearne enters the River 
Don. Although sometimes referred to as the “Don Regulators”, the structures themselves are not located on 
the River Don. Instead, they manage water at key locations on the River Rother (Canklow, Meadowgate 
and Woodhouse Mill) and on the River Dearne at Dearne Mouth Sluices. 

The locations of the Regulators are shown on Figure 1.  

Managing Flood Risk with the Don Regulators  
These regulators help reduce flood risk by temporarily holding back water in nearby flood storage 
reservoirs. This lowers peak water levels on the River Don, particularly around Doncaster, but also benefits 
several other communities. 

We operate these regulators in a set order during high water levels: 

1. Canklow Regulator (River Rother) 

2. Meadowgate Regulator (River Rother) 

3. Woodhouse Mill Regulator (River Rother) 

4. Dearne Mouth Sluices (River Dearne) 

Figure 1 Location of Don Regulators 



 

 

 

Dearne Mouth Sluices is the last structure in the sequence we operate during high river levels. It manages 
flows into and out of Dearne Mouth Reservoir (also known as Denaby Ings/Washland), which receives 
water from both the River Dearne and the River Don. 
 
What is the current situation at Dearne Mouth Sluices? 
Regular inspections have identified worsening damage to the sluice structures, including cracks in the 
penstock frames and corrosion on the operating mechanisms. These issues could affect the sluices’ ability 
to operate safely during high water. 
 

Following advice from an independent reservoir engineer, and in line with our legal duties under the 
Reservoirs Act 1975, we have taken the safest temporary measure: the penstocks have been secured in an 
open position. This ensures water can flow freely and reduces the risk of a mechanical failure when the 
reservoir is full. For safety, the permissive footpath near the site remains temporarily closed. 
 
Why is the area flooding more often? 
With the penstocks secured open, Dearne Mouth Reservoir now operates passively, meaning water can 
move in and out without being held back by the gates. As a result: 

 the washland begins to fill earlier during storms 
 low-lying land within the reservoir floods sooner than under normal operation 

This is expected behaviour while the gates remain in the open position: the washland fills naturally as river 
levels rise. This protects downstream communities by reducing the risk of an uncontrolled failure at the 
sluices. 
 
What does this mean for local roads and access? 
Because the washland fills earlier during heavy or prolonged rainfall, Pastures Road within the flood 
storage area is more likely to flood and may need to be closed more often for public safety. 
We recommend that residents, businesses and road users: 

 check local authority traffic updates during periods of heavy or prolonged rainfall 
 follow Environment Agency flood alerts and warnings 
 avoid driving through floodwater at any time 

We appreciate that more frequent road closures are disruptive, and we apologise for any inconvenience 
this causes. These temporary measures are necessary to keep the community safe until repair solutions 
can be implemented. 
 
How long will the penstocks be secured in the open position? 
We are working with our contractors to assess repair or replacement options for the penstocks. The initial 
programme suggests work could take place in Autumn 2026, but this may change as technical feasibility 
work is still underway. We will provide updates as soon as more information is available. 

Dearne Mouth Sluices – downstream 
or River Dearne side 

Dearne Mouth Sluices – upstream or 
Dearne Mouth Reservoir side 



 

 

What is happening at the other Don Regulators? 
We have recently installed a new flood gate at Meadowgate (in 2024) and the work to install a new 
floodgate at Canklow was successfully completed in October 2025. With both the Meadowgate and 
Canklow regulators now upgraded, we can better control water flow on the River Rother, helping to reduce 
flood risk on the River Don.  

At present, the Woodhouse Mill Regulator remains out of action following a mechanical failure in 2024. 
We’ve made it safe and a long-term solution is being assessed. This is a complex issue, and we’ll share 
updates as soon as we can.  

 

Be flood ready 
Here are some simple steps you can take to stay safe and prepared: 

 Sign up for free flood warnings at www.gov.uk/flood or call Floodline on 0345 988 1188. 
 We issue three types of warnings: 

o Flood Alert – Prepare: Flooding is possible. 
o Flood Warning – Act: Flooding is expected. Immediate action required. 
o Severe Flood Warning – Survive: Severe flooding. Danger to life. 

 Know what to do when you receive a flood warning and view our 3-point flood plan at https://flood-
warning-information.service.gov.uk/what-to-do-in-a-flood 

 If you live in an area at risk of flooding, prepare a bag of essential items now to take with you if you 
have to leave your home. Keep this in a safe place. You could include things like spare medication, 
glasses, clothing, important documents and contact numbers. 

 Create a checklist of things to do to protect your family such as turning off the electricity and gas to 
prevent a fire. You could also add important contact details such as the number of your insurance 
company. Download a template from www.gov.uk/flood. 

Photo showing the new Canklow Regulator on the River Rother 



 

 

 Check if your community has a flood group. If not, consider setting 
up your own, and complete a community flood plan. You can download a template from 
www.gov.uk/flood. 

 Monitor local water levels and weather conditions to find out if flooding is likely. You can check river and 
sea levels in England on www.gov.uk/flood. Visit the Met Office website for local weather forecasts at 
www.metoffice.gov.uk. 

Think about getting insurance to protect your home or business against flooding. Check that flood cover is 
included as part of your buildings and contents insurance. It is always a good idea to shop around before 
buying insurance.   
You can follow us on X (formerly Twitter) at @EnvAgencyYNE. We also have a Smartphone Flood Alert 
App which can be downloaded for free. 
 
Contact us 
If you need more information, please email: enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk 
and include ‘Dearne Mouth Sluices – For the attention of South Yorkshire Partnerships and Strategic 
Overview team’ in the subject line. 

We are here to help. 
 

 


